
“Failure is not an option!” was the supposed mantra of the engineers 
who built the Apollo Moon rockets. But in fact, science progresses 

precisely by failing. What insights to ourselves and our faith can we derive 
from how science learns from its mistakes? 
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IS FAILURE AN OPTION?
APRIL 12TH - 14TH, 2024

SILENT RETREAT FOR MEN AND WOMEN

Suggested offering:  $ 275.00 pp. Includes two night’s accommodation, meals, 
retreat program and spiritual direction. 

BROTHER GUY CONSOLMAGNO, SJ

Brother Guy is an American research astronomer, physicist, religious brother, director of 
the Vatican Observatory, and President of the Vatican Observatory Foundation. He has 
earned undergraduate and masters’ degrees from MIT, and a PhD in Planetary Science 
from the University of Arizona. He entered the Society of Jesus in 1989 and has worked 
at the Vatican Observatory since 1993; his research explores connections between 
meteorites, asteroids, and the evolution of small solar system bodies. 

He believes in the need for science and religion to work alongside one another 
rather than as competing ideologies. He is the author of popular books including “Turn Left at 
Orion” (with Dan Davis), “Would you Baptize an Extraterrestrial?” (with Paul Mueller, SJ). And his 
latest book, “When Science Goes Wrong. The Desire and Search for Truth.”  (with Christopher 
M. Graney) published September 15, 2023. (Paulist Press) 
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